
                       St Thomas’ C of E Primary Academy -Music 
                                 Overview of Progression and skills  
 

 Year 1 Year2 
Listening and Appraisal  listen to and respond appropriately to a variety of live and recorded music sharing 

my ideas, thoughts and feelings about what I have heard 

 begin to use the correct musical language to suit the music I am learning about 
e.g. rhythm, pitch, structure 

 understand that music comes from different genres and has different styles  

 begin to recognise different instruments and can describe the sounds they make 

 listen with increased concentration and respond appropriately to a variety of live 
and recorded music, making statements and sharing my observations about the 
music  

 express my thoughts and feelings about music, giving reasons for my ideas 

 use the correct musical language to suit the style of music I am learning about 

 show my understanding of the differences between pulse and rhythm through 
movement, playing and singing  

 begin to recognise many varied music styles and traditions and their basic style 
indicators   

 begin to develop an understanding of the history and context of the music I have 
learnt about 

 recognise different instruments e.g. classroom percussion instruments 

Creating and Exploring  repeat short rhythmic patterns and melodic patterns based on 3 or 4 notes 

 create sounds using an untuned focus or simple pitched accompaniment based on 2 
or 3 notes when given a starting point 

 make up my own rhythms and melodies using my voice and some instruments  

 begin to create my own sounds within the context of the songs I am learning  

 use long and short notation when recoding my ideas e.g. _ _ ____ 

 begin to understand that rhythm is the long and short sounds that happen over 
the pulse, the steady beat 

 begin to understand how pulse, rhythm and pitch work together  

 explore and create musical sounds with my voice and the voices of my peers and 
instruments 

 begin to perform my own rhythms and simple melodies using my voice and then 
an instrument  

 use simple notation to indicate high, medium and low to indicate pitch 

 begin to use some letter names and the rest symbol when recording notation 

Performing  Use my voice in different ways such as speaking, singing and chanting 

 learn simple rhymes, raps and songs and sing them from memory  

 use percussion, tuned and untuned to play simple musical accompaniments and 
tunes  

 work in a group to sing and rap in one part with my classmates to an audience 

 Iknow it is important to start and finish together by learning to listen to the music 
and following the leader 

 practise, rehearse and present musical performances with some awareness of the 
audience 

 begin to look at how music is notated in different ways 

 learn rhymes, raps, melodies and songs and sing them musically 

 begin to understand the importance of warming up our voices, having good 
posture and protecting our voices 

 explain the pulse is the ‘heatbeat’ of a piece of music that never stops  

 begin to find the pulse within different prices and styles of music 

 work together in an ensemble or as a group to sing songs in unison  

 sing and rap in one or two parts to each other and to an audience  

 play tuned and/or untuned percussion with some control and rhythmic 
accuracy  

 use classroom percussion tuned and untuned to play accompaniments and tunes  

 know that I must treat each instrument with respect and must use the correct 
technique to play them 

 practise, rehearse and present performances with an awareness of an audience  

 continue to develop my understanding of how music is notated in different ways 
using graphic/pictorial notation, ICT 
 



 Year 3 Year 4 
Listening and Appraisal   listen with concentration and direction and respond appropriately to music from 

different types of composers and musicians, sharing my observations about the music 

 Begin to use musical vocabulary to describe the musical style - duration, pitch, 
timbre, dynamics, tempo, texture and structure of a piece of music I have listened to 
or are learning about 

 begin to share my thoughts and ideas about where music works well and where I feel 
it needs improving, giving reasons for my ideas 

 begin to recognise how instruments and musical elements can be used together to 
compose music  

 begin to offer comments about my own and others’ work and ways they can be 
improved  

 begin to describe the different purposes of music throughout history and in other 
cultures 

 listen with concentration and direction and respond appropriately to a variety of styles of music, 
making statements and sharing my observations about the music I have listened 

 use the correct musical language to analyse and explore the way sounds can be combined and 
used expressively  

 listen to texture of a piece of music and talk about the effect on the mood and feelings of a 
piece of music 

 identify orchestral family timbres  

 describe the different purposes of music throughout history and in other cultures 

 offer comments about my own and others’ work and ways they can be improved and accept 
feedback and suggestions from others 

Creating and Exploring  maintain an appropriate pulse to suit the style of music I am learning about  

 create simple rhythmic patterns and melodies using a range of instruments  

 choose, order and combine sounds when exploring and creating my own musical 
sounds  

 use classroom percussion tuned and untuned to create short musical patterns with 
long and short sequences and rhythmic phrases 

 recognise some of the notes on the musical stave 

 use the standard symbols – crochet, minim and crocket rest to record my ideas 

 compose and perform melodies and songs using a range of instruments including ICT 

 manipulate, order and combine sounds and structures with an awareness of their combined 
effect 

 use classroom percussion, tuned and untuned to create my own tunes in the context of the songs 
and musical styles I am learning 

 recognise more of the notes on the musical stave 

 use musical notation when composing work e.g. quaver and semi-breve 

Performing  learn and sing a range of songs and raps in tune, showing some control of my voice 

 understand the importance of warming up our voices, having good posture and 
protecting our voices 

 begin to use notated scores when playing instrumental parts  

 begin to develop my technique when playing a range of classroom percussion, tuned 
and untuned 

 play tuned and/or untuned percussion with control and rhythmic accuracy when 
playing for a given audience  

 practise, rehearse and present performances with increased confidence, showing an 
awareness of an audience 

 understand that my performance can be affected by the audience and the occasion I 
am performing for 

 demonstrate a good level of control and expression when singing and playing a range of 
classroom percussion, tuned and untuned  

 rehearse, sing and play a range of music as appropriate to the musical situation confidently 
and fluently  

 aware of my posture when singing and playing instruments  

 sing songs from memory with accurate pitch  

 When performing, show control and awareness of what others in the group are singing or 
playing  

 begin to use notated scores when playing instrumental parts 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 5 Year 6 
Listening and Appraisal  excited by music and can listen with increased 

concentration and direction to a wide range of high-
quality pieces of music 

 begun to explore my own musical identity by listening to a 
range of musical styles and can talk about my experiences 
using the correct musical language to suit the style 

 confidently recognise different instruments and 
understand how they work together for effect in different 
pieces of music and as part of an orchestra 
 greater understanding of melody and words and their 
importance 

 critique my own and others’ work and offer specific 
comments and justify these 

 communicate personal thoughts and feelings about music, through discussion and 
the creative arts 

 use the correct musical language, discuss confidently my feelings and 
emotions/likes and dislikes that are linked to music  

 confidently understand the pulse and its role as the foundation of music and 
know that every piece of music has a different pulse  

 confidently recognise and explore many varied music styles and traditions and 
their basic style indicators 

 begin to relate music to time and other factors such as world events 

 suggest improvements to my own and others' musical work and comment on how it 
has been achieved 

 listen to and respect other peoples work, ideas and suggestions, adopting and 
adapting as appropriate 

Creating and Exploring  find the pulse within the context of different songs/pieces 
of music with ease  

 understand how pulse, rhythm and pitch work together 

 create songs with verses and a chorus 

 convey the relationships between lyrics and the melody 

 select elements for a piece in order to gain the desired 
effect 

 read all the notes on the musical stave 

 use musical notation when composing work e.g. semi 
quaver to indicate how many beats to play 

 use my voice, sounds, technology and instruments in creative ways and explore new 
musical techniques  

 use classroom percussion to improvise and compose 

 combine a variety of musical devices including melody, rhythm and chords 

 use and combine drones and melodic ostinato based on the pentatonic scale  

 read notes on a musical stave from middle C up an octave 

 understand the use of the sharp (#) and flat symbol 

 understand and can use different simple time signatures 

Performing  rehearse, sing and play music from across a range of 
styles, genres, cultures and historical periods 

 keep a strong sense of pulse and can recognise when it is 
going out of time 

 use classroom percussion to play accompaniments and to 
compose 

 begin to play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using my voice, instruments with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression 

 know how to treat each instrument with respect and use 
the correct technique to play them 

 When performing, understand the importance of starting 
and ending together and can adjust my own part to 
ensure this happens  

 play tuned and untuned instruments with more control 
and rhythmic accuracy  

 read and understand music that is notated in different 
ways  

 practise, rehearse and present performances with a 
greater awareness of the audience 

 sing within an appropriate vocal range with clear dictation, accurate tuning and 
control of my breathing 

 use classroom percussion to play accompaniments and tunes  

 choose parts according to my musical ability and play them with confidence 

 take turns to lead a groups when working in music  

 musically demonstrate a good awareness of the my role, audiences and other 
musicians when performing  

 appreciate that performance can influence how music is presented  

 read and understand music that is notated in different ways, using 
graphic/pictorial notation, ICT or formal notation 
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 BN AN BRE ARE 
Listening and Appraisal  join in with singing my favourite 

songs. 
 sing a few familiar songs. 

 begin to move rhythmically. 

 imitate movement in response to music. 
 

 beginning to build a repertoire of songs 
and dances. 

 

 sing songs, make music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of changing them.  

 talk about features of my own and others 
work, recognising the differences between 
them and the strengths of others. 

 

Creating and Exploring  show an interest in the way musical 
instruments sound 

 create sounds by banging, shaking, 
tapping or blowing.. 

 explore and learn about how sounds can 
be changed. 

 create movement in response to music. 

 sing to self and makes up simple songs. 

 make up rhythm. 

 tap out simple repeated rhythms. 

 

 explore the different sounds 
instruments make. 

 talk about the ideas and processes which 
have led me to make music,  

 sing songs, make music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of changing them.  

 

Performing  join in with singing my favourite 
songs. 

 sing to self and makes up simple songs. 

 tap out simple repeated rhythms. 
 

 

 beginning to build a repertoire of songs 
and dances. 
 

 represent my own ideas, thoughts and 
feelings through music,  


